50                   FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
vessels are full, each one is hoisted on to the top of a
woman's head, or tucked under her arm. It is not unusual
to see a woman with two, or even three, of these great
heavy vessels balanced on the top of her head. This work
is relegated to the women of the village, and my wife often
says that had this been the duty of the men, pumps and
taps and cisterns and windmills would have been introduced
long ago!
There is only one thing worse than a village well, and
that is not to have one available, or to have it at some
distant point, whence every drop of water requires to be
daily carried in this laborious manner! To the poorer
classes amongst whom we labour, the possession of a well
is a boon, which is the most precious of any, next to
Salvation.
It so happened that when the late Colonel Balwant
(Spooner) was in charge of the work in Gujarat, he became
personally acquainted with one of the Raises (merchant
princes) of Ahmedabad.   He suggested that as a memorial
to some departed members of his family, it would be an
excellent plan if he would have some " Memorial Wells"
sunk,  with  a  tablet   commemorating  the  dead.   The
Colonel's suggestion met with a ready response.   One of
the favourite charities of India is the sinking of wells or
supplying of water to travellers.   For a thousand rupees
each, three wells could be sunk at villages where they were
greatly needed.   The order was given, and in due course,
the Colonel called upon the generous donor and offered to
accompany him on a trip to the villages concerned.   When
the motor car brought the giver and his guide to each
village, there was a grand turn-out of all the Salvationists,
The gratitude of the people, their unalloyed joy at the
possession of such a treasure, hitherto unknown in the
history of that particular caste, the garlands and addresses
that were presented, the songs, and village music, the
enthusiasm, deeply touched the heart of the giver.   As a
result of his tour a further order for more weUs was
generously given.